One of the characteristics of BETA [4] is the unification of abstraction mechanisms such as class, procedure, process type, generic class, interface, etc. into one abstraction mechanism: the pattern. In addition to keeping the language small, the unification has given a systematic treatment of all abstraction mechanisms and leads to a number of new possibilities.
might be mentioned that BETA supports coroutines as well as concurrent active objects. For further details about BETA, see [6, 9, 11] . The Mjølner System is a program development environment for BETA and may be obtained from ref. [12] .
